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PRESS RELEASE FROM COMMUNITY WELFARE MINISTER, MR. KING. 
IMPROVED ASSISTANCE PAYMENTS. 29.8.72 
Improvements in State assistance payments for deserted wives 
and single mothers were today announced by the Community 
Welfare Minister, Mr. King. 
They come into force on Friday. 
Deserted wives and single mothers with children will be 
allowed to have liquid assets up to $500 and an income of 
$10..00 per week without it affecting the amount of any 
financial assistance paid to them by the Department. 
The amount of income allowed will increase to $12.00 per 
week if the woman has three children and an additional 
$4,00 will be allowed for each child in excess of three. 
Mr, King said other improvements include: 
Payment of assistance at a somewhat higher rate to deserted 
wives and unmarried mothers during a six weeks initial 
period, and payment of a supplementary allowance of $2.00 
per week if the woman has a dependent child under six years 
of age in her care. Some unmarried mothers living with 
their parents will be paid at a higher rate than previously, 
as will wives of prisoners serving sentences of less than 
six months, 
Mr. King said that the total cost of the increased payments 
for ten months this financial year is expected to be 
$305,000. 
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